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Is the third level real, or is it only in Charley’s mind?
Write two lines on a slip, and write your name too.
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gs 1-7

T bl ARIT

* U8 1-2: Charley &I &[dl, psychiatrist friend & ST, stamp collecting
® U8 2-4: 39 I1d subway &I I, corridor, third level 3R 1894

® UH¥ 4-5: Galesburg & tickets, clerk &1 39PN, ﬂ'\fﬁ qle

® U¥ 5-6: Sam Weiner, first-day cover, Sam @ﬁ@, 3R line

* UJ 6-7: Reading with Insight & ITd U4

BT A 37T R A1 2fifes T2 & Tg JearT Bletian b fv gHR 3R A 21 31T line 7 T &, TS BIAI 4
& 3id db Od Wifav|
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Charley &I qrdl

“THE presidents of the New York Central and the New York, New Haven and Hartford
railroads will swear on a stack of timetables that there are only two. But | say there are

three, because I've been on the third level of the Grand Central Station.”

UIGIRAD, 8 1

I BT b Ul Gl a1 & 39 SR U GfeU 3R been W IR GIfSTT1 swear on a stack of timetables &1 Adcld & Idh! Hud

IR BTl YfSU: How many levels do the railroad presidents say Grand Central Station has, and how many does
Charley say?

AT 3R — The presidents say there are only two. Charley says there are three, because he has been on the third
level.
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Us 1

Psychiatrist friend 3R Charley

Psychiatrist friend dgdl % Charley &gl %

e third level “a waking-dream wish fulfillment” & e “Well,who doesn’t?”

* “He said | was unhappy.” o & PHIS HPH A& &, R PIS third level W & Ugd ST

® modern world “full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and all * 3P grandfather & “refuge from reality” bl ST&Rd &l
the rest of it” &, 3R Charley & YPHI 91&dT & off

qf&W: What does Charley’s psychiatrist friend say about the third level?
IHAT 3T — He says it is “a waking-dream wish fulfillment”.

® About Charley: “He said | was unhappy.”

® The reason: The modern world is “full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and all the rest of it”, and Charley just wants to escape.

Charley replies, “Well, who doesn’t?”
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gs 1-2

Stamp collecting: 2 AT UPTA &I IRAT?

999

o GRd B&d &: “My stamp collecting, for example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from reality.
e Charley g “Well, maybe” ®&dl &, fthe 3194 grandfather &I §Td &Rdl &
® “things were pretty nice and peaceful in his day, from all | hear, and he started my collection.”

® “President Roosevelt collected stamps too, you know.”

fsdTel President Roosevelt &1 GRT ATH &l qdll; 3719 ¥ 7d STl f&U: Does Charley agree with his friends?
IHAT 3Tk — Only partly. He says “Well, maybe”, and then argues back.

e His grandfather: “my grandfather didn't need any refuge from reality”.

® The old days: “things were pretty nice and peaceful in his day, from all | hear”.

So he only half-agrees: a hobby his grandfather started in peaceful days need not mean escape.
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g8 1

Read and find out (g8 1)

e “What does the third level refer to?”

o AT A G e JIfU, R IR s W

dH-9R 3R YA, O 18 IR R 3R SHa1SUI 1894 dTeil dTd DIl 2 & d1¢ §= (Y1 il & 7189

AT 3R — The third level refers to a level of Grand Central Station below the two known levels,
where Charley says he has been.

® What it is: Charley reaches it by chance through a corridor, and there it is still 1894.

e What the psychiatrist says: It is “a waking-dream wish fulfillment”, a way of escaping the
worries of the modern world.

So it can be read as Charley’s wish to escape into a peaceful past.
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gs 2

39 ¥1d Charley &gl 31T ¥&T AT?

® “One night last summer | worked late at the office.”

* TR leT] HgtHl ofT, 37K subway bus I 31 &

® “I'm just an ordinary guy named Charley, thirty-one years old”

® “| wasn't trying to escape from anything; | just wanted to get home to Louisa, my wife.”

ATV fob Te1 I8! A ¢ Bl &; IS 1 TR Charley 3% 16 ol 983 1 38T ATl IBT: Why did Charley go
to Grand Central that night? Was he trying to escape?

THAT 31¥ — He went there to take the subway home, because it is faster than the bus. He says he

was not trying to escape from anything; he just wanted to get home to Louisa, his wife.
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g§ 2-3

Second level A third level d&

Hel fodra &
first level “where you take trains like the Twentieth Century”
second level “where the suburban trains leave from”

arched doorway  subway &l 3IR 31d gV Charley IRl Wedh ST &

corridor q18 3R g1 3R 1 eelar; Rt 319 Sedl i 37arst

third level U Bl el 3B

gf8V: How did Charley get lost?

THAT 31 — He went down to the first level and then to the second level, turned into an arched doorway heading for

the subway, and got lost. He says this is easy to do there: once he got into a tunnel about a mile long and came out in
the lobby of the Roosevelt Hotel.
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Grand Central, U Us &l dig

“Sometimes | think Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new
corridors and staircases like roots.”

TS9P, US 2

Ig Charley &1 3791 I &; 33t | YIS HIH AdT & b station H PIg 31T IRAT 81 Tebdl &1 IfBV: What
idea does Charley keep from his psychiatrist friend?

=IHAT 3Tk — That for many people “Grand Central has been an exit, a way of escape”, and that

maybe this is how his tunnel came to be. He says, “But | never told my psychiatrist friend about that
idea.”
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Us 3-4

Third level 4R 1894 & JRTI

STe P
* BIel BRI, HH ticket windows 37K train gates * information booth & green eyeshade 3iR long black sleeve
e §I< H cfehg! I T information booth protectors dTcll 3TGHI
* “they were open-flame gaslights” ¢ derby hat, black four-button suit, big black handlebar mustache
® brass spittoons, ﬁqwagﬁgﬁa Currier & Ives locomotive ® “everyone in the station was dressed like eighteen-ninety-
something”

&R IS R Bbd T A BV b 9 37T A fobdre 7 3Fifdsd &v; 312f ereardedt § &1 YfU: What did Charley see that told him he was in an older
time?

AT 3R — The things and the people around him were from the past.

® Things: brass spittoons on the floor, open-flame gaslights, and a very small Currier & Ives locomotive.
® People: a man with a gold watch, a derby hat, a black four-button suit and a big, black, handlebar mustache.

® Everyone: “everyone in the station was dressed like eighteen-ninety-something”.

Charley says, “And then I knew.”
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US 4

Charley 7 JTel &9 9aw1 fHar?

® U newsboy & U 3EER: The World, 3 “hasn’t been published for years”
® “The lead story said something about President Cleveland.”

® “I've found that front page since, in the Public Library files, and it was printed June 11,1894.”

since W Bf®bU: Charley 7 dRIME §1¢ # Public Library & &&dl, 39 31d F&l| The World &dR &1 A g;
ST 31]dIG Ad HRdIgV| YfBU: When was the newspaper that Charley saw printed?

THAT 3R — June 11,1894. Charley found that front page later, in the Public Library files.
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1894 o tickets

“I could buy tickets that would take Louisa and me anywhere in the United

States we wanted to go. In the year 1894.”

qT&IYdp, US 4

Time 37R space &I Acl 841 line & Jad AT &; BIcTiA 5 7 I8 line B3 310301 GfT: Where did Charley

want to go?

T 37 — He wanted two tickets to Galesburg, lllinois, for Louisa and himself.
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98 4

Galesburg, 1894

® “Have you ever been there?” Il Charley €] TT6d® I q&d1 &
e §3 R frame houses, huge lawns, tremendous trees

® “summer evenings were twice as long”

® “with the fire-flies all around, in a peaceful world”

® First World War “still twenty years off”; World War Il “over forty years in the future”

gf®V: Why did Charley want to go to Galesburg in 18947
«THAT 3TR — For Charley, Galesburg in 1894 was a calm and happy place.

® The evenings: summer evenings were “twice as long”, and people sat out on their lawns, with the fire-flies all

around, “in a peaceful world”.

® The wars: the First World War was “still twenty years off”, and World War Il “over forty years in the future”.

So he wanted to be back in that peaceful time: “I wanted two tickets for that.”
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US 4

Clerk 3 98 i\ =g} faw?

® Charley & U1 two coach tickets, one way, opops )

® Clerk: “That ain’t money, mister”
e “if you're trying to skin me, you won't get very far”

® “Of course the money was old-style bills, half again as big as the money we use nowadays, and different-

looking.”

® “There’s nothing nice about jail, even in 1894.”

ain’t SicTaTel B isn't &, 3R skin me 1 Adcldl &I half again as big 1 Adcls 8¢ I-1 981 &, G el | IfBT:
Did Charley buy the tickets?

THAT 31¥ — No. The clerk refused his money and thought Charley was trying to cheat him, so Charley

turned away and got out fast.
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3PTET fed, 31R 39P 91

-1 g3 foodra &

Charley & “I left the same way | came, | suppose.”

cfter

bank I three hundred dollars, “nearly all we had”

R HIC “My three hundred dollars bought less than two hundred in old-style bills, but | didn’t care; eggs were thirteen cents a dozen in
1894.”

corridor “But I've never again found the corridor that leads to the third level at Grand Central Station, although I've tried often enough.”

Louisa “pretty worried”; & FHI §1G Charley 3 §&T BIST 3iR 3197 stamps W die 37T

| suppose R &I fGeAT8U: Charley ¥g Uadhl @l b 98 fas<1 IRA @lieTl $800 dTel! d1d Sam @1 &, 3PTel 9T &; Charley & $300 &1 If&U: Did
Charley find the third level again?

«THAT 3T’ — No. He has “never again found the corridor”, although he has tried often enough. Louisa was worried, so after a while he
stopped and went back to his stamps.
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gs 5

Sam Weiner JIIAd

e “But now we’re both looking, every weekend, because now we have proof that the third level is still

there.”
® “My friend Sam Weiner disappeared!”

* “Sam’s a city boy”; Charley 3 Galesburg & SR & §dTdT 2T, T8 Charley TgT 2T

e “And that’s where he is, all right. In 1894.”

Charley Ugel FdIST Tl &, proof, 3R Aed Bl BTl 3P &I YA &1 IBT: Why does Charley think

Sam Weiner is in Galesburg?

AT 31¥ — Because Sam disappeared, and Galesburg was the place Sam liked to hear about. Sam is
a city boy, and he always said he liked the sound of the place.
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gs 5

First-day cover &7 g?

e “Well,do you know what a first-day cover is?”
o T stamp fddh & T &l f& collectors 3T 319 &l Id W feith1th AsTd €

® “the postmark proves the date”

® “They’re never opened; you just put blank paper in the envelope.”

STeh-HeR dlcll Plg QR AT &l dl fe@rst| Yfev: What is a first-day cover?

AT 371k — An envelope that stamp collectors mail to themselves on the first day a new stamp is
sold; “the postmark proves the date”. It is never opened; there is only blank paper inside.
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gs 5

Charley &I fAdT fAwIwT

a1d fbdra &

el e “among my oldest first-day covers”

fhIh Ud IR “someone had mailed it to my grandfather at his home in Galesburg”
postmark July 18,1894

stamp “a six-cent, dull brown, with a picture of President Garfield”

Charley B A6 AT?  “yet | didn’t remember it at all”

<l ARIE 3T IWGATS: June 11,1894 31EER B &, July 18, 1894 2 fhTth & postmark 1 feTehT
Charley & &R 81 I H&l 371T; 98 grandfather & Yd U= 1T AT 31K 3=81 Pl collection H &
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gs 5

Read and find out (Y8 5)

® “Would Charley ever go back to the ticket-counter on the third level to buy tickets to Galesburg for
himself and his wife?”

o S I e DRV, R IR AS W

THAT1 31¥ — Charley wants to go back, but he has never found the corridor again.

® He prepares: The next day he draws three hundred dollars and buys old-style currency.
® He fails: He never finds the corridor again, though he has “tried often enough”.

® He keeps hoping: After Sam’s letter, he and Louisa look for it every weekend.

So he would go back if he found the third level again; the story leaves this open.
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Sam oI fag)

“I got to wishing that you were right. Then | got to believing you were right. And, Charley, it’s true; |
found the third level!”

UISIYEI, IS 6

fST 941 Willard Street, Galesburg, lllinois, July 18, 1894 @1 g1 33 &k ufeu, 31k 16 fGATSU & first-day cover & 37GR BRTST &AM blank &idT &
g8y, ST Reading with Insight &1 9%l 2 8T &: “What do you infer from Sam’s letter to Charley?”

AT 3T’ — Sam'’s letter tells us that Sam has found the third level and is living happily in Galesburg in 1894.

e Sam has escaped: The letter is dated July 18,1894, and Sam writes that he has been there two weeks.

He is happy: Someone is playing a piano at the Daly’s, people are singing on the front porch, and he is invited over for lemonade.

He invites them: He asks Charley and Louisa to keep looking for the third level: “It’s worth it, believe me!”

It is proof: The letter came in a first-day cover mailed to Charley’s grandfather in Galesburg, and its postmark proves the date.

So the letter suggests that even the psychiatrist wanted to escape the modern world; the last line tells us who he is.
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TR line

“His old business? Why, Sam was my psychiatrist.”

qT&I9RdP, IS 6

g IS8 DI 4 b fdegpel 3id H f@2U| S3: $1b U8t Charley 9dTdT & fb Sam A eight hundred
dollars’ worth of old-style currency @RIl Charley & f&1Td & S # dg hay, feed and grain business
[ B Tebdl &, Hifdb “he certainly can’t go back to his old business”| If&U: Who was Sam Weiner?

=HAT 3R — Charley’s friend, who was also his psychiatrist: “Why, Sam was my psychiatrist.” On page
1, Charley’s psychiatrist friend called the third level “a waking-dream wish fulfillment”; now Sam

writes that he is there himself. This is the irony of the ending.
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U8 1, 5-6

I, AT Charley & H &6l T18?

W & Wl & T &1 =g & Hebell &
* “now we have proof that the third level is still there” ® “awaking-dream wish fulfillment”
* “My friend Sam Weiner disappeared!” ® “He said | was unhappy.”
® Sam bl ST, postmark July 18, 1894: “I found the third level!” ® “l left the same way | came, | suppose.”

* corridor o Bl &1 fAer, “although I've tried often enough”

BTN 1 I affl cilersu! Hart haar Aa dect; 39 off 7 BT & F=am 37191 R & lines 3 -2 71 3R forg, 1 gl I Uh-U line & |
AT 3TR — The story does not decide; it gives lines for both readings.

® It may be real: Charley says, “now we have proof that the third level is still there”, and Sam’s letter, postmarked July 18, 1894, says, “I found
the third level!”

® It may be only in his mind: The psychiatrist friend calls it “a waking-dream wish fulfillment”, and Charley has “never again found the

corridor”.

A good answer gives a line for each side and then says which reading the student finds stronger, and why.
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g8 1-5

a9 themes, & U& &l line
Theme faara Hi line
Escape from the modern world “Everybody | know wants to escape, but they don’t wander down into any third level at Grand Central Station.”
The past and the present “To be back there with the First World War still twenty years off, and World War Il over forty years in the future...| wanted two tickets for that.”
Time and space “I could buy tickets that would take Louisa and me anywhere in the United States we wanted to go. In the year 1894.”
Fantasy and reality “now we have proof that the third level is still there”
A hobby as a ‘temporary refuge from reality’  “My stamp collecting, for example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from reality.”

& S BT TP theme SIfINT; STE! T8 HE line e, h= 29 difetast I fAIee| i U9 1 Hifld iU, SR 81 &: “Do you think that the third level was a medium of escape for Charley? Why?”

AT 3T — Yes, the third level was Charley’s medium of escape from the worries of modern life.
¢ The psychiatrist’s view: His psychiatrist friend calls it “a waking-dream wish fulfillment” and says Charley wants to escape a world “full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and all the rest
of it”.

¢ What he finds there: On the third level it is 1894. Galesburg, Illinois, in 1894 is “a peaceful world”, with long summer evenings and the First World War still twenty years off.

e What he does: He tries to buy two tickets to Galesburg for himself and Louisa. Later he draws three hundred dollars, nearly all he and Louisa have, to buy old-style currency.

Charley says he was not trying to escape that night, but his longing to go back shows that the third level is his way out of the present.
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Us 1-6

B! Hd Bl TS 8

* First-person narrator: Charley “I” S, GRd @ & dTd Bl &: “Well, do you know what a first-day

cover is?”
® {dTel Yell: “But I've never again found the corridor that leads to the third level at Grand Central

Station, although I've tried often enough.”
o Aqd Pl dRE first-day cover: “the postmark proves the date”
 If&R line &1 HIS: “His old business? Why, Sam was my psychiatrist.”

qfeV: Why does Charley keep asking the reader questions?

AT 37IR — He talks to the reader as he would to a friend, so even a strange story starts to sound

believable.

31/39
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g8 1, 6

Reading with Insight 3: 9Y & 2Ieg, BTl & U

%3 3 (Y8 6) Bl (I8 1)
® ‘The modern world is full of insecurity, fear, ® “the modern world is full of insecurity, fear,
war, worry and stress.’ war, worry and all the rest of it”
* g YY Pl A1 g, Ball bl line el * g psychiatrist friend &1 §1d &, 31l Charley
AT 8

> JR SfQU
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US 2-6

Time 31R space (921 4)

® “Do you see an intersection of time and space in the story?”
® U SPIE, &1 WHY: Grand Central Station, 37X 39 third level TR 1894
o I IR H fRASL: July 18, 1894 Pl AT Charley A 3 3194 THY |

AT 3T¥ — Yes, in the story time and space meet and cross each other.
® One place, two times: Grand Central Station is an ordinary station in Charley’s own time, but on its third level it is
1894.

® Travel in both: From the ticket window there, Charley could buy tickets to any place in the United States, but in
the year 1894.

® A letter across time: Sam’s letter, dated July 18, 1894, reaches Charley in his own time, in the collection his

grandfather started.

® A person across time: Sam disappears from Charley’s world and lives in Galesburg in 1894.

Thus the story joins the present and the past in one place.
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Hedih: fhdid & 9 U
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Can you answer each of the book’s nine
questions with a line from the story?
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Y8 1, 5, 6-7 - Y& 1d AN 3R A

fdra & 9 U 3R 3R 6 = 91

A

Read and find out 1 (p. 1)
Read and find out 2 (p. 5)
Reading with Insight 1
Reading with Insight 2
Reading with Insight 3
Reading with Insight 4
Reading with Insight 5
Reading with Insight 6

Reading with Insight 7

H&Y d1d

a level below the two known levels, where it is 1894; “a waking-dream wish fulfillment”

he buys old-style currency, never finds the corridor again, looks every weekend; left open

escape: the psychiatrist’s view, a peaceful 1894 Galesburg, the tickets, the three hundred dollars
Sam found the third level; happy in 1894; invites them; the postmark proves the date; irony
hobbies, music and exercise, family and friends, travel, dreams; face problems, keep a balance
one place, two times; tickets to 1894; a letter across time; Sam lives in 1894

the impossible of yesterday is real today; Sam’s letter is a proof that is hard to explain away

the grandfather’s collection and the 1894 cover; other ways; a balance of past, present and future

Charley reaches the past; Gaitonde stays in the present of another world; proof in both

QR AT IR Refls Aied & AR 9p1 8 3R 81 wHeflen # &1 fAfd v &1 Jei g311 e U1s Alsi1 & HIetidl 6 7 g
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g8 1, 3-6
Bl STad JH7g

* U9 3 ] A1 HgIH! Dl line IHBR Al Tl 3TT?

® June 11,1894 (31EdR) 37 July 18, 1894 (postmark, Sam &1 AT et af 781 12

e Charley A tickets %1c, Sam 3IR psychiatrist @l @1 &, AT third level Tl T g: THT a1d Y Fal ferdi?
e quote f&dra &I spelling & 8: fulfillment, mustache, centre, fire-flies?

o DI 960t 3R 21 IR J1d] A Uh-gHN &l IR 31 | third level TR ®1s oft 981 8ieb 8, 3PR 39 1Y
fdrd 6 line Bl
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31T &hI d981 faIR

“But now we're both looking, every weekend, because now we have proof
that the third level is still there.”

TS9P, U8 5

I8 g Sam Pl AT §; W corridor Charley I fthe duft 981 fiietT| e I8 Hiell Uiodh TR Bisd! ¢l
3IRERT 9il: Which one line from the story will you remember, and why?
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HBATAT HI BETT

dl fAlalp, U ABATAT

B F PR A ST
W e

AT
1.3.41.13. S - st gHGal, fSie dreasT

afdT $ARL

}1.3.51.9. TR 77T - e U et st g 138 2N AT faenffi & fare Rdis A
marushala.com/teach/slides/class- marushala.com/notes/class-
12/english/the-third-level 12/english/revision-notes/the-third-level
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